Early Hanoverian Diplomacy
Amid the political defeats at home following-these diplomatic failures abroad, Walpole's career closed He had been the first great Whig minister to attempt a systematic reversal of the principle of military intervention in European affairs which the Whigs had adopted from William III. He had, however, clone more than this. He had made the cabinet the executive committee of the House of Commons ; it followed therefore that the foreign policy of the country had ceased chiefly or necessarily to reflect the ideas and wishes of the -sovereign. No longer the exclusive: product of courts or chanceries, it began, like legislation itself, to bear the trade-mark of Parliamentary manufacture. Before, therefore, the middle of the eighteenth century there had opened the popular era in the narrative of our international statesmanship. The European system of the Middle Ages was not indeed yet broken up. The European equilibrium still implied a balance of kings and courts rather than of peoples. The principle of nationality systematically ignored by the Utrecht settlement had still to become an inspiring idea of diplomacy. Wai pole, however, did something to introduce the notion to the public mind.
Before passing to the relations between his work and that of his successors, something must be said of his connection with the development of Bourbonism, the shape it was assuming and the attention It was exciting in 1733. In that year Lord Carteret and Townshend as Secretaries of State were subordinately responsible for foreign affairs, but the Prime Minister decisively shaped policy abroad as well as at home. Had Walpole then learned of the earliest arrangement between the French and Spanish Bourbons? If he had,
79